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What is this research about?	
We are sociologists researching issues of diversity and inclusion in the tech industry. Our goal is 
to identify demographic patterns that shape people’s access to and success in this industry. We 
are under contract to publish a book on this subject, Geek Girls, with Cambridge University 
Press. It will be the first intersectional analysis of women in tech written by sociologists. To do 
this, we hope to interview 75-100 women and men of all races, gender identities, and sexual 
orientations about their paths to and experiences working in tech. All interviews take place over 
Skype and last approximately one hour. In addition to the interview, participants must sign a 
consent form and are asked to fill out a survey with demographic questions regarding their race, 
gender, income, education level, background, etc.	
 
What is required of me as a participant?	
Our conversation—which is expected to last 60 minutes—will be recorded with a digital audio 
recorder so that we can later transcribe, store, and review this conversation for analysis. In 
addition to the initial conversation, we may ask to follow-up with you for clarification of your 
statements. We will only contact you again if you indicate your willingness to be contacted on the 
consent form we give you before the interview begins. 	
 
What if I change my mind?	
Participating in this study is completely voluntary. You can change your mind and withdraw from 
the study during or after the interview, before research is published. If you withdraw you can 
elect to have the audio files of the conversation and your demographic survey destroyed.	
 
Is this anonymous?	
Yes. You and your company will be given fictional names (pseudonyms) during our interview, 
which will be used in all research reports and presentations thereafter. Completed surveys will be 
assigned a number that will later be associated with your pseudonym. In other words, your real 
name will never appear on any survey you complete or in any transcripts we type up. 	
	
What if I have questions? 
If you have any questions or concerns about the research, please feel free to contact Lauren 
Alfrey at any time by phone at (202) 374-6384, by email at alfrey@up.edu or by mail at 
Department of Sociology, 3005 Social Sciences & Media Studies, University of California, Santa 
Barbara, CA 93106-9430. Our research would not be possible without the interest and support of 
people like you, so thank you for your time!	


